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SALIENT FACTS ABOUT WICHITA, BRADLEY'S GUEST TONIGHT

The University of Wichita, a member of the Missouri
Valley conference, is located in the northeastern sector
of Wichita, Kan., a city of 190,206 population. The uni-
versity, co-educational and non-denominational, has an
enrollment of 2,500,

This is Wichita’s fourth year in the Missouri. Previ-
ously the Shockers were a member of the Central con-
ference, from which the university resigned in 1940 and
then operated as an independent until joining the Valley
circuit in June, 1945,

Wichita's nickname—the “Wheatshockers”—is more
popularly referred to as the Shockers. This Wheat-
shocker tag came about in a normal way. At the turn of
the century, when the university was known as Fair-
mount college, football players worked in the wheat
fields to earn their fall tuition. Each summer after the
close of school they rode the horse-drawn street car to
the union station where they waited for the farmers to
hire them for the harvesting. In those days it was nec-
essary to shock the bundles by hand.

Then, in 1907, the editor of the Sunflower, the campus
newspaper, was short of copy for one edition. Since the
football players were wheat shockers, he prepared a
story suggesting that as the school nickname—and it
stuck.

More facts about Wichita:

The Shockers operate this season under a new athletic
director and head football coach—Jim Trimble. He had
been line coach for two seasons. Mr. Trimble was a 1938
graduate of Elgin academy where he lettered in foot-
ball, basketball and track. He went to the University of
Indiana where he played tackle for three years under Bo
MeMillin. He was named to the all-Big Ten team and to
the All-Star game squad by the Chicago Tribune,

Other members of the coaching staff are Norvall
Neve, backfield; Frank Petrick, ends; Lyle Sturdy, fresh-
men, and Kenneth Gunning, scout and head basketball
coach.

This will be the second football game between Brad-
ley and Wichita. Next season the clubs will meet in an
official Valley conference game. The Braves start com-
petition in 1949. A year ago the Shockers trampled on
the Braves, 28 to 7, with Halfback Jimmy Nutter run-
ning 82 yards from serimmage and returning a kickoff
90 yards for two touchdowns. Eddie Kriwiel passed for
a third touchdown and all-conference fullback Art Hodges
plunged over for the fourth,

Wichita and Bradley have scheduled football games
through 1953 on a home and home basis. In addition
they will meet in all other sports.
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